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Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy’s ability to make decisions “like 
a Queen” during the ordeal of her husband’s assassination 
faltered when it came to how her daughter would be told of 
the tragedy, William Manchester’s “The Death of a President” 
reportedly reveals. 

A -particularly poignant parti 


of the book, which reduced one 
editor to tears, is said to de- 
scribe how a nurse told little 
Caroline, then five years old, 
of her father’s death. 

The nurse reportedly was 
chosen for the task by Mrs. 
Hugh D. Auchineloss, Mrs. 
Kennedy’s mother,' after her 
daughter came to her desper- 
ately seeking advice on who 
should talk to Caroline. 

TOLD OF ARREST 
The book reportedly discloses 
that Mrs. Kennedy was in the 
Navy Hospital at Bethesda, Md., 
awaiting an autopsy report on 
her husband’s death, when she 
was told of Lee Harvey Oswald’s 
arrest as the assassin. Her 
brother-in-law, Robert, alleg- 
edly told her: “They think they 
found the man who did it. 
They say he’s a Communist.” 
Mrs. Kennedy’s first reaction, 
according to Manchester, was: 
“That’s absurd.” According to 
the manuscript, she later said: 
“He (the president) didn’t even 
have the satisfaction of being 
killed for civil rights. It had to 
be some silly little Commu- 
nist . . . 

“It even robs his death of 
any meaning.” 

REACTION ON RUBY 
Mrs. Kennedy also is quoted 
as saying Oswald’s murder by 
Jack Ruby was an “awful” 
deed. 

One editor who read the 
manuscript said he wept openly 


when he read the passage about 
Caroline. 

OPENLY WEPT 

“It was as heartbreaking as 
anything in this book filled 
with heartbreak,” she said. 

The incident is understood 
to be among the passages Mrs. 
Kennedy is seeking to have cut 
from the manuscript before it 
is serialized in -Look magazine 
and later published in book 
form. 

Mrs. Kennedy also is re- 
ported anxious to delete con- 
tents of a highly-emotional 
personal letter she placed in 
her husband’s coffin as well 
as other letters she wrote to 
her husband in life, some with 
her daughter, Caroline. 

One she is said to be espe- 
cially intent on having cut out 
of the book is a letter she sent 
to her husband while vacation- 
ing in Greece a month before 
the assassination. 

Another passage of the book 
reportedly relates how the dead 
President’s son, John, then two 
years old, made a perfect salute 
for the first time when urged 
by Mrs. Kennedy to “Salute 
your Daddy” as they stood be- 
fore the coffin. 

While John had long before 
been taught how to salute, the 
manuscript says, the little boy 
never mastered the maneuver 
perfectly until he saluted his 
father in death. 

The book also reportedly por- 


trays great confusion just after 
the assassination, with Mrs. 
Kennedy mistakenly barred 
for a time from the emergency 
room in Dallas’ Parkland Hos- 
pital, where her wounded hus- 
band was taken. 

The hospital is alleged to 
have been unprepared for re- 
ceiving the President because 
of. failure of a police radio 
system prevented relaying word 
of his pending arival. 

STAY WITH COFFIN 

The book -is understood to in- 
dicate that Mrs. Kennedy’s de- 
sire to stay with her husband’s 
coffin on the return trip to 
Washington caused some fric- 
tion over arrangements for 
transporting her and President 
Johnson to the capital. 

Mrs. Kennedy is said to have 
insisted on staying in the rear 
of the Presidential plane. Air 
Force One, with the coffin. 

When she did come forward 
at Johnson’s request to- appear 
in a picture with him as he was 
sworn in, the official photogra- 
pher’s camera failed and an 
awkward delay .resulted, the 
book recounts. 

When the plane reached 
Washington, according to re- 
ports on the manuscript, a mili- 
tary honor guard was waved 
away, by Presidential aides and 
the coffin was unloaded with 
great difficulty onto -a fork lift 
truck that was too short to 
reach the plane’s door. 

Mrs. Kennedy and close as- 
sociates of the dead President 
had to jump down onto the 
truck, according to the book, 
but President Johnson was 
prevented from following by 
Kenneth O’Donnell, an aide 
and personal friend of the late 


President, who stood in the 
plane’s doorway. 

Some readers of the manu- 
script claimed, however, -that 
Manchester’s account does not 
convey the impression .that 
O’Donnell’s behavior was in- 
tentional. 

' Mrs. Kennedy also is under- 
stood to insist on deletion from 
the book of the efforts she 
made to hide her husband’s 
wounds from public view with 
her hands and a Secret Serv- 
ice agent’s coat before he was 
taken into Parkland Hospital. 

Mrs. Kennedy is said to ob- 
ject strenuously to portions of 
the manuscript that reportedly 
describe in her own words the 
last evening she spent with her 
husband before they flew to 
Dallas and the loneliness of her 
first night back in the White 
House. 

She also is understood to 
want deletion of a description 
of how. she put her own wed- 
ding band on her dead hus- 
band’s finger in Parkland Hos- 
pital. 

The manuscript is said to end 
with a list of 500 persons whom 
Manchester interviewed for the 
book. Johnson’s name doss not 
appear. Manchester reportedly 
submitted written questions to 
Johnson, but got no answers. 

While a friend of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy claimed Manches- 
ter has “a poisonous dislike for 
Mr. Johnson,” one editor who. 
read the manuscript said the 
book conveys the impression 
that Johnson may have been 
“poorly advised by those around 
him,” but “was trying to do 
what he could to hold the coun- 
try together at a terribly dif- 
ficult time.” 




AKKIVE FOR A CONFERENCE ON KENNEDY STORY: Mrs. John F. Kennedy, 
Richard Goodwin, right, who was assistant to President Kennedy, and Simon H. Rifkind, 
almost hidden, lawyer, on way to Wall Street offices of Look magazine representatives. 


